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The effect of physical characteristics on the price of stocker and feeder cattle 
Abstract 
A survey of feeder cattle sales was conducted at seven Kansas cattle auctions during 1986 and 1987. A 
wide variety of physical characteristics was found to influence feeder cattle prices. The price impact 
resulting from changes in fill and condition varied seasonally. Although calves showing any signs of 
health problems received severe price discounts, the presence of other undesirable characteristics also 
resulted in discounts, but to lesser degrees. 
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